
MISSOURI STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
The Missouri State Medical Association met at

Carthage, in the southwestern part of the State, on the
18th of May. The delegation from St. Louis was not
large, for the reason that Carthage is about fifteen
hours' ride by rail from this city, aud because the Illi-
nois State Medical Association was held at the same
time at Belleville, only fifteen miles from us, and ac-

cordingly took a good many of our physicians from
their own association.

Altogether there were about one hundred members
present. The officers for the coming year are : Pres-
ident, Dr. Allen, Liberty. Vice-Presidents, Drs. T.
U. Planner, Springfield; T. B. Loyd, —^; L. I.
Matthews, Carthage ; A. B. Sloan,-; and A. W.
Smith, -. Recording Secretaries, Drs. A. J.
Steele and F. J. Lutz, St. Louis. Corresponding Sec-
retary, H. H. Mudd, M. D., St. Louis.
The programme was as follows:

—Report of a Case of Deformity of the Wrist, by Dr.
A. J. Steele, St. Louis.
A paper on the Dangers of Uterine Manipulations

and Examinations, by Dr. George Engelmann, St.
Louis.
Report of Two Cases of Facial Neuralgia relieved

by Operation, by Dr. Halley, Kansas City.
A paper on Lithotomy and Lithopraxy, by Dr. II.

H. Mudd, St. Louis. This paper contained the re-

ports of some very interesting experiments concerning
the relative danger of cutting and tearing the prostate
gland.
A paper on Mind and Matter, by Dr. Allen.
Operations involving the Peritonasum, by Dr. Lutz,

St. Louis.
A paper on the Dangers of Sewer Gases, by Dr.

Teft, Springfield.
A paper on the Treatment of Conjunctivitis, by Dr.

John Green.
Medical Education, by Dr. Laws, Columbia.
A paper on the Progress of Medicine, by Dr. Al-

leyne, St. Louis, and a paper on the Dry Treatment
of Otorrhcea were read by their titles, and referred to
the committee on publication.
A very pleasant feature of the meeting was the ban-

quet given on the evening of the 19th, at which the
doctors' wives, as well as the doctors, were present.
The responses to the toasts were very happy, several
of them very witty.
The toasts were as follows : Our Guests, responded

to by ColonelWilliams, of Carthage. Doctors' Poetry,
responded to in verse by Dr. T. U. Flanner, of Spring-
field. The Southwest, responded to by J. P. Tracy,
editor of the principal local paper. The Cross-Roads
Doctor, responded to by Dr. Allen, of Liberty. The
Specialist, responded to by Dr. Johnson, of Kansas
City. The General Practitioner, responded to by Dr.
J. Green, of St. Louis. The Ladies, responded to by
Dr. G. M. B. Maughs, of St. Louis. On General
Principles, responded to by Dr. King, of Sedalia, the
wit of the Missouri medical professiou. The last toast
was the Medical Press, responded to by Dr. F .J. Lutz,
of St. Louis.
Mexico was selected for the next meeting of the as-

sociation.
The meeting was a very successful one, and was

calculated to elevate the character of the profession in
that portion of the State, as well as to inspire confi-
dence in the practice of medicine among the people.

Recent Literature.

Aids to Materia Medica and Therapeutics. Part II.
(Double Part.) The Vegetable and Animal Sub-
stances. By C. E. Armand Semple, R. A., M. B.Cantab., M. R. C. P. Lond. New York : G. P. Put-
nam's Sons. 1880. 32mo, pp. 152.
This little book is an abridgment of the British

Pharmacopoeia, containing, in addition, some short
therapeutic memoranda, and is designed to aid the
student " in acquiring some preliminary knowledge of
materia medica and therapeutics."
If one may judge from the average quality of those

put upon the market, pocket manuals must be the most
difficult of all books to prepare. Our author, it seems
to us, has not been free from bad judgment and care-
lessness in the one before us. What advantage, forinstance, can he find in mixing the alphabet and natu-
ral relations as he has done ? The simple alphabet of
the Pharmacopoeia is certainly convenient, and the
natural classification, if correct, is instructive, but this
is neither ; by taking the classes and subclasses natu-
rally, the orders alphabetically in the classes, and the
genera after the same fashion in the orders, be has
succeeded in introducing nearly fifty alphabets, and
ruining the natural arrangement besides. But when,
in addition, ergot is placed among the grasses, pepsine
" from the pig " among the ruminantia, and glycerin
in " nat. ord. oleaci.aä" H), we confess ourselves be-
wildered. W. P. B.

The Hysterical Element in Orthop\l=ae\dic Surgery. ByNewton M. Shaffer, M. D.
Dr.- Shaffer's monograph touches upon a matter

of great interest to the profession, and one as yet
rather neglected in medical literature. It is perhaps
for this reason that in the treatment of many of these
cases the quack, with the boldness of ignorance, is
much more likely to succeed than the general practi-
tioner, who may be weighted by his knowledge and
misled by the simulated symptoms. The subject is one
which it is difficult to present to the reader, as the di-
agnosis iu many cases rests upon points which may be
clear to the writer, but are not easily formulated for the
use of the reader. Dr. Shaffer relates a number of
interesting cases where he was able to form a diagnosis,
and where the result substantiated the opinion ; in a

few instances, however, the impression left on the read-
er's mind is that further facts,ora more detailed report
of them, are needed to warrant the recognition of the
disease.
Dr. Shaffer justly lays stress on the importance in

true joint affections (that is, involving inflammation of
the bone) of the symptoms, limitation of the extremes
of motion, atrophy, and a diminution of the electrical
muscular contractility. These symptoms are wantingin the hysterical joint affections, although some atro-
phy may occur from bandaging or disuse. The condi-
tion of the electrical reaction is a symptom concerning
which more clinical investigation is needed before it
can be relied upon in a diagnosis by exclusion. Some
contradictory evidence has recently been offered,1 and
we believe that the symptom has not yet been studied,
in the rare cases mentioned by Volkmann, of inflamma-
tion of the epiphysis threatening but not involving the

1 Berry, New York Medical Record, January 31, 1880.
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